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1111 Website and DSM2 Users Group   

11.1 Introduction 
One of the objectives of the Delta Modeling Section Strategic Plan is to effectively disseminate 
information about the Section and its activities.  The Section’s outreach effort consists of two 
pproaches: a

 
 Utilizing the Section’s website to provide information relating to the model development and 

model applications, while informing the public on work the Section has completed, and 
 

 Forming a model users group to provide users with effective communication channels to 
interact, exchange ideas, and share information to make Delta Simulation Model II (DSM2) a 
better model. 

 

11.2 Delta Modeling Section Website 
The redesigned Section website,  
 

ttp://baydeltaoffice.water.ca.gov/modeling/deltamodeling/index.cfmh , 
 
and other websites from the Bay-Delta Office were officially launched on January 7, 2004.  The 
entire site (Figure 11.1) was completely reorganized and restructured, based on feedback and 
discussions at many months of meetings. As part of this standardization, the left navigation 
column shows different links to the various branches within the Bay-Delta Office, enabling users 
to more easily navigate the Bay-Delta Office web sites.  A menu along the right column contains 

ore frequently accessed pages specific to the Delta Modeling Section.  m
 
In addition to the main features including mission statement, program description, list of 
planning activities, projects and studies update, EIR/EIS, modeling tools, reports, and staff 
contact information, the website in particular has a ‘Recent News’ page for projects updates and 
workshop announcements.  The goal of the website is to be more than simply an area of general 
information for activities in the office; rather, it is to provide a valuable resource for the 

odeling community and also to increase the frequency of visits from the public. m
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Figure 11.1: Screenshot of the Delta Modeling Section Website. 

 
 

11.3 DSM2 Users Group 
DSM2 has been widely used for three types of Delta simulations, namely historic conditions, 
forecasting future and real-time conditions, and planning studies.  The number of users has 
increased since DSM2 was first introduced in 1997.  Users now include staff from various 
consulting firms, federal agencies, and state agencies with a wider range of needs.  During the 
past year and half, the number of users wanting to replicate the studies done by our Section as 
well as start their own studies has increased.  In addition to questions concerning DSM2 use, 
users have been providing feedback on ways to improve DSM2. 
 

 11-2



 

To meet the above needs, a DSM2 Users Group was formed.  It was also the Section’s belief that 
the initiation of such a group would further reflect our renewed commitment to make the 
modeling tools and methods more transparent and available to the public. The main objectives of 
the DSM2 Users Group are to: 
 

 Have direct interaction to better understand users’ wishes and needs, 
 

 Share information on studies done by DWR, other agencies or consultants, and 
 

 Seek user contributions to DSM2 enhancement and development. 
 
To achieve these objectives, the following website (Figure 11.2) was developed for the Users 
Group:  
 
http://baydeltaoffice.water.ca.gov/modeling/deltamodeling/dsm2usersgroup.cfm
 
Work plan, meeting announcements and materials, and contact information are available for 
download.  The website also includes a bulletin board (Figure 11.3): 
 
http://modeling.water.ca.gov/forum/index.php
 
where questions and answers from all DSM2 users are posted and archived, in order to establish 
better sharing of DSM2 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)s. 
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Figure 11.2: Screenshot of the DSM2 Users Group Website. 
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Figure 11.3: Screenshot of the DSM2 Users Group Online Bulletin Board. 

 
The first meeting was held on January 27, 2004.  Participants included staff from consulting 
firms, such as CH2M Hill and Jones & Stokes, and agencies including Contra Costa Water 
District, USBR, and DWR. The highlights of the first meeting consisted of a brief review of the 
studies done by DWR using DSM2, and a presentation on the DSM2 database development.  
Furthermore, issues involving the use of the model and expectations on the users group were 
discussed.  Participants agreed to meet quarterly. 

11.4 Future Directions 
The main purpose of the outreach plan is to serve the users of DSM2.  This will be achieved by 
maintaining the website on a regular basis and strengthening the involvement from the DSM2 
Users Group participants.  In future DSM2 Users Group meetings, issues will be addressed by 
promoting continuous public dialogs between users.  Presentations from Delta Modeling Section 
staff and other DSM2 users and Users Group bulletin board discussions will be saved for 
reference and use by future DSM2 users.  
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